CHAPTER V

THE " COUP D'ETAT " AND DICTATORSHIP
(1851-1852)

A night of activity-nominated President for ten years-four
months' dictatorship and its results - increased popularity-
the Bordeaux speech - national plebiscite restores the Empire
- proclaimed Napoleon III.

ONCE in the privacy of his room, Louis Napoleon
greeted his faithful secretary, Pietri, with a laugh.
The general conversation at the reception had
amused him greatly, for it had been of a coup
d'etat which his enemies were said to be plotting ;
he, it seemed, would wake up one morning to
find himself behind prison bars at Vincennes!
The prince, for the moment, was in light-hearted
mood, for he felt that the hour of his own destiny
had struck. But his mood changed with the
arrival of Morny, de Maupas, and General Saint
Arnaud. The fate of all in that room hung in
the balance. With due solemnity, Louis Napoleon
unlocked a drawer in his desk, drew out three
packages labelled " Rubicon," and handed one
to each of his three Ministers. They were die
final instructions for the night's work.
Morny went off to the Jockey Club, to disarm

suspicion by gambling until morning when his
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